CHAPTER XY.
THE  DISSIPATION   OF  ENEBGY.
IN the definition of Force given in. our second chapter, a Force was stated to be a Power which initiated aggregative motion and resisted separative motion in two or more particles of ponderable matter, and possibly also of the ethereal medium. In the definition of Energy, given in our third chapter, an Energy was stated to be a Power which initiated separative motion and resisted aggregative motion in two or more particles of ponderable matter or of the ethereal medium. This addition in the latter case, and its qualified omission in the former, was intentional and significant. Though we cannot dogmatically say that the ether does not possess Forces, we do not know it to possess any; and if it does, the resistance which they offer to separation appears to be almost infinitesimal. It may well be that ether is merely a more tenuous kind of matter, animated by the same Power as the ponderable bodies : but even if it is, we know that its succeed in gregating masses, molecules, atoms, or electrical u: the Energy of their separation, passing into the Kir Mode, is transferred to surrounding bodies, and i many or few vicissitudes is finally handed over tc ethereal medium.    This is the point which must: engage our attention.may be communicated to other bodies, in which case it is said to be absorbed. Let us suppose it is absorbed by a boiler of water. The water moleculess Kinetic, and they roll down the mountain
